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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, SGEN, NI 

SUBJECT: PRESS HARASSMENT CONTINUES 
REE: LAGOS 8058 

SUMMARY: THREE RECENT CASES POSSIBLE PRESS HARASSMENT 
HAVE RECEIVED ONLY LIMITED PUBLICITY, SUGGESTING ATTENTION 
TO AMAKIRI CASE RESULTS LARGELY EROM PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT 
INFLICTED. END SUMMARY 

1. IN STRIKING CONTRAST TO PRESS COVERAGE AND PUBLIC 
OUTCRY OVER AMAKIRI CASE, ONLY LIMITED PUBLICITY HAS 
BREN GIVEN THREE RECENT CASES OF POSSIBLE PRESS HARASS- 
MENT BY STATE GOVERNMENTS. IN FIRST CASE, A DAILY TIMES 
CORRESPONDENT IS EACING COURT CHARGES FOR PUBLISHING STORY 
THAT ALLEGEDLY EXCITED FRF, LINGS OFDISAFFECTION AGAINST 
NORTH-EASTERN STATE GOVERNMENT. STORY PUBLISHED 
AUGUST 14 CONCERNED ALLEGED RESIGNATION OE SEVEN 
STATE CENSUS OFFICIALS FOR MISMANAGEMENT OE 20,000 
NAIRA ($30,000). POLICE STILL INVESTIGATING AND COURT 
HEARING FOR REPORTER HAS BEEN ADJOURNED UNTIL NOVEMBER. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 02 LAGOS 08267 121431Z 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



2. IN SECOND CASE, ACTING EDITOR AND LITERARY 
CORRESPONDENT OE THE RENAISSANCE (OWNED BY EAST-CENTRAL 
STATE GOVERNMENT) WERE ARRESTED OCTOBER 6 AND 8 BY EAST- 
CENTRAL STATE POLICE AND ARE STILL BEING HELD. ARRESTS 
REPORTEDLY STEM FROM SERIES OE ARTICLES ON BOUNDARY 
DISPUTES PUBLISHED IN THE RENAISSANCE. NO OFFICIAL 
STATEMENTS ON ARRESTS HAVE BEEN MADE. 

3. THIRD CASE INVOLVES ARREST OCTOBER 8 BY LAGOS POLICE 
OF DAILY EXPRESS ACTING EDITOR AND TWO SENIOR MEMBERS 
OF EDITORIAL STATE. THEIR ARRESTS ARE BELIEVED TO 
RELATE TO FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL IN THAT PAPER'S OCTOBER 5 
EDITION WHICH CRITICIZED LAGOS STATE GOVERNMENT OVER 
RECENT BUS FARE INCREASES IN LAGOS. THESE THREE WERE 
RELEASED ON BAIL. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS EVIDENT THAT EUROR OVER AMAKIRI 
INCIDENT HAS NOT TEMPERED WILLINGNESS OF VARIOUS 
STATE GOVERNMENTS TO ARREST PRESS OEFICIALS WHO PRINT 
STORIES WHICH INTRUDE INTO SENSITIVE AREAS. ALL THREE 
CASES HAVE RECEIVED VERY LIMITED PRESS COVERAGE, 

PERHAPS BECUASE ALL FACTS NOT YET KNOWN BECAUSE 
INCIDENTS ARE NOT SEEN AS IMPOSITION OP CENSORSHIP BY 
GOVERNMENT. HANDLING OP THESE CASES APPEARS TO INDICATE 
AMAKIRI CASE RECEIVED PUBLIC ATTENTION LARGELY BECAUSE 
PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT WAS INFLICTED AND NOT PRIMARILY 
BECAUSE PRESS WAS JEALOUSLY GUARDING ITS FREEDOM. 
REINHARDT 
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